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and material ends both his honour and his nation.
Roland's heroic, gesture to perish at Roncevaux where he stood
steadfast to cover the retreat, his horn calling in vain for help, is
the magnificent symbol of the soul of France, because the people
cannot forget that Vercingetorix, hi spite of his intrepid defence,
was taken as a prisoner to Rome.   Always in her history France
has found  a  hero  who  first   stood  alone,   imbued  with this
example, from Jeanne d'Arc to Gambetta and Clemenceau.   But
these   saviours   could   not make  the  French  forget the  cruel
treachery of the Due de Bourbon before the Battle of Pavia,
where the " King Knight" Francis I lost " all except honour ";
the famous " overthrow of alliances " under Louis XV, when
he changed sides and instead of the ally of Frederick II against
Maria Theresa became the  enemy  of Prussia  and  the friend"
of Austria (a similar change of front occurred in Russia during
the   same  Seven   Years  War,  calling  to mind   a   comparison
with the present time,  when Hitlerite  Germany and  Stalin's
Russia, with an eye on security, shared Poland while Britain
and France indirectly supported Finland against Russia, and then
Russia and the people of Poland, if not the Government, and
Britain fought as allies against Germany, while Vichy France,
losing everything, especially honour, upheld Hitler and sent the
Anti-Bolshevik-Legion to fight in Russia, these many changes
taking place at a kaleidoscopic rate); the betrayal by the Coblenz
" nobles " who placed their class interests above those of their
country, which they reconquered with the help of the " hereditary
enemies "; the wavering of Mirabeau and some of the Revolution
generals, delighting in intrigue and private scheming, a character-
istic of French politicians and statesmen; still less can they forget
the treachery of Bernadotte, the shameful surrender of Bazaine
at Metz in order to use his army against the Paris " revolution-
aries ", Thiers' appeal for help to Bismarck against the capital's
patriot   " communards",   or,   last   but   not  least,   Weygand's
acceptance of defeat for fear of Communist riots in Paris.
No other nation in Europe has so many contradictory
characteristics and variety in temperament as the French people,
and in*no. other nation is there such discrepancy between the
character and customs of the governing class and the people, each
a revelation of the two Frances.
The purity of a Jeanne d'Arc, spirited daughter of the people;
true as steel and faithful to the end before her French judges in
the foreigner's pay, and at the stake, contrasts with the shameful
perfidy of the Court at the time of Coligny's assassination and
blood-stained St. Bartholomew's Night. Even this revered